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Franklin  B.  Mead 

IRISCREST 

STATE  AND  ST.  JOE  BOULEVARDS 

Fort  Wayne.  Indiana 


This  year’s  list  has  been  reduced  to  include  attractive  novelties,  out- 
standing varieties  and  those  of  high  merit  for  the  garden  picture.  They  have 
been  priced  as  low  as  is  consistent  with  the  amount  of  existing  stock  and  the 
high  and  liberal  quality  of  the  stock  which  will  be  sent  out.  Double  rhizomes 
will  be  sent  in  the  case  of  rhizomes  priced  at  |1.00  except  a few  of  the  Perry 
varieties;  in  fact  frequently  double  rhizomes  are  sent  in  the  case  of  other 
rhizomes  where  stock  permits.  They  are  guaranteed  true  to  name  and  will  be 
dug  and  shipped  under  careful  supervision.  Shipment  will  be  made  in  August, 
Terms  are  cash  with  order  and  the  prices  include  delivery. 

Particular  attention  is  again  directed  to  the  Dominion  seedlings  - Bruno, 
Dominion,  Canopus,  Cardinal,  Conchobar,  Glamour,  Mca,  Sv/azi,  Tenebrae,  Titan 
and  Yeoman  - which,  in  their  performance  at  Iriscrest  last  year,  demonstrated 
their  right  to  inclusion  in  the  finest  race  of  irises  yet  produced.  Glamour 
was  probably  the  finest  all-round  iris  in  the  garden  last  year  - tall,  strong- 
growing, branching,  with  a flower  of  fine  color,  form  and  substance.  Swazi 
was  probably  the  finest  individual  bloom  in  the  garden.  Yeoman  deserves  high- 
est rank  in  the  pale  blue-purple  class. 

Theseus  attracted  the  attention  of  all  as  the  best  white  yet  produced, 
v;ith  all  the  good  qualities  of  Glamour,  with  color  the  only  difference, 

Valencia  is  recommended  as  a distinctive  orange  colored  iris;  Balboa  as  a fine, 
bold  flower  and  Moonlight,  Crimson  Glow  and  Silver  Queen  are  fine  irises  of 
types  suggested  by  the  names.  Mens.  Boyer  and  Deuil  de  Valery  Mayet  are  red- 
dish mahogany  types  of  splendid  effect.  Evadne  is  one  of  the  best  all-round 
irises  produced  by  Bliss,  intermediate  in  color  between  Mt,  Penn  and  Seminole, 
with  the  brilliancy  of  the  latter  and  the  subtle  color  quality  of  the  former, 
tall,  branching,  of  fine  poise  and  substance.  Speed  is  a particularly  good, 
clear  blue-purple  bicolor  with  probably  the  finest  color  quality  in  the  stand- 
ards of  any  iris.  Dryade  was  the  best  French  novelty  in  the  garden  last  year, 
a fins  mauve  and  violet-purple  overlaid  with  electric  blue,  large,  with  a fine 
form  frilled  at  the  margins.  With  the  old  gold  iris  Ochracea-Coerulea  it  makes 
a splendid  contrast;  the  latter,  by  the  way,  is  a beautiful  iris  indispensable 
as  a garden  pigment,  particularly  for  purposes  of  contrast. 

Marjorie  Tinley,  Viking  and  Hippolyta  are  pallidas  of  subtle  color  charm 
while  Caporal  and  Rosalba  are  red-toned  irises  that  are  matchless  to  give  high- 
lights in  the  pallida  planting.  For  this  planting  and  with  the  fine  lavender 
Phyllis  Bliss  and  the  paler  lavender,  the  beautiful  Lady  Byng,  as  well  as  with 
such  delicats-toned  irises  as  Silver  Mist  and  the  somewhat  deeper  Brandywine  and 
with  Simplicity,  a paler  Delight,  the  pale  and  softer  yellows  are  indispensable, 
such  as  Old  Ivory,  Belcolor,  Belcclor  Pale  and  Yellow  Moon  with  a shading  into 
the  deeper  yellows  of  Shekinah,  Chasseur  and  Primrose.  Chasseur  is  about  the 
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same  depth  of  tone  as  Shekinah  but  an  opaque  yellow  of  an  entirely  different 
quality  with  a faint  shading  of  the  lower  petals  which  gives  a most  artistic 
effect  in  the  garden.  It  has  a larger  flower  than  the  others,  of  splendid 
form.  Primrose  is  the  tallest  and  finest  of  all  the  yellcv/s  produced  by  Miss 
Sturtevant,  almost  a pure  yellow  bicclor.  The  deeper  corn-colored  Chalice  and 
Gold  Imperial  are  matchless  for  contrasting  with  the  deeper  tones. 

There  is  no  more  stunning  garden  effect  produced  than  by  Citronella  with 
its  yellow  standards  of  matchless  brilliancy,  heightened  by  its  deep-toned, 
brilliant,  light  chestnut  falls. 

With  the  pale  yellows  should  also  be  included  Qaviata,  a yellow  placata 
with  cream  colored  effect,  a large,  fine  form  of  splendid  quality.  The  brown- 
toned  Arlequin  should  also  receive  mention  for  planting  with  the  lavenders  and 

yellows. 

Pioneer,  Peerless,  Germaine  Perthuis  and  Souv.  de  Loetitia  Michaud  are 
among  the  most  distinct  and  outstanding  irises  in  cultivation.  With  reference 
to  the  latter,  one  of  my  last  yearns  customers  writes  as  follows:  "Some  that  I 
got  from  you  have  been  wonderful.  Souvenir  de  Loetitia  Michaud,  by  actual 
measurement,  was  four  feet  ten  inches  in  height  with  four  flower  stalks  that 
had  to  be  staked;  heavy  with  very  large,  exquisite  blooms," 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  new  Sibericas  Dragon  Fly,  Kingfisher 
Blue  and  Papillon  which,  shoulder-high  at  Iriscrest  last  year,  demonstrated 
their  superiority  even  to  the  fine  Perry’s  Blue.  Kingfisher  Blue  is  slightly 
deeper  than  Perry’s  Blue,  and  larger  and  mors  brilliant.  Papillon  is  lighter 
than  Perry’s  Blue  without  the  purplish  tinge  at  the  haft. 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
May,  1927 
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